
2017 STELZER ROAD 
MERLOT

100% Barossa Valley, South Australia

The Story:
The Hahn family were among the original pioneers to the Barossa 
Valley, and began growing grapes in 1845. In 1997 a partnership was 
formed between 6th generation  family custodians (James & Jackie 
Hahn) and Barossa winemaker, Rolf Binder, to produce the JJ Hahn 
range of wines. The range now encompasses small volumes of red 
wines, intended to be extremely good value and enjoyable to drink. 
Wines are now crafted using fruit from a unique and expressive ‘old 
vine’ vineyard in various sub regions of the Barossa, owned, managed 
and worked solely by the Binder family.
 
The Vintage:
The 2017 vintage wrapped-up four to six weeks later than the ‘new
the past decade, the growing season started after a long wet winter
and one of the wettest Septembers on record. 2017 promises to
deliver an exciting array of wine styles, from “bright, aromatic 
wines”, through to “vibrant, intense, well-structured” and “dense, 
concentrated” wines from the Barossa’s many diverse sites. 

The Winemaking:
This fruit is from a combination of Binder Estate vineyards in 
various sub regions of the Barossa Valley as well as a small 
percentage of cool climate region fruit. Once picked, the grape 
parcels are fermented in open fermenters with use of heading down 
boards for optimal extraction for 7 days. The wine is then pumped 
into French & American oak barrels to mature for 10 months before 
final blending and bottling.
 
The Taste and Experience:
This Merlot has a rich deep purple colour, indicative of the variety. 
The nose displays hints of stewed plums, perfumed violets, cinnamon 
and cassis.  
The palate is ripe with intense sweet concentrated fruit which 
one would expect from this particular vintage. This is a bright 
and juicy wine with hallmark varietal flavours of stewed plums 
and blackcurrant, and hints of spice such as clove and cinnamon. 
The long persistence of flavour on the finish is supported by plush 
tannins, giving texture to the palate. Vibrant and fruit intense when 
consumed young but the wine can be enjoyed over 3 to 5 years.

Produced by Rolf Binder, 
Barossa Valley Winemaker

The Analysis:
Alcohol: 
14.2%

Acid: 6.85 / pH: 3.40

Oak:
Primarily French 
and American 300lt 
Hogsheads


